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For Immediate Release Contact: Adam Segal, 202-265-3000 or 202-422-4673
Wednesday, March 30, 2005 John Boyd, 804-691-8528

NATIONAL BLACK FARMERS ASSOCIATION
ANNOUNCES SIX-STATE PUSH TO EDUCATE FARMERS
ABOUT THE $10 BILLION FEDERAL
TOBACCO BUYOUT PROGRAM

Releases Schedule of NBFA’s Public Tobacco Transition Payment Meetings

WASHINGTON, DC — With a deadline fast approaching for farmers to participate in the
$10 billion federal tobacco transition program, also known as the tobacco buyout, the
National Black Farmers Association today announced a major six-state push to educate
black farmers about the process and encourage participation. The deadline for quota-
holding farmers to sign-up is June 17, 2005.

“NBFA is leading a national effort to inform black farmers of the buyout process,” said
farmer and NBFA president and founder John W. Boyd, Jr.. “We have determined that
more than 12,000 black farmers are likely eligible for millions of dollars in quota buyout
funds. We are doing our best to advise these farmers of their options during the FSA
process and on how to successfully transition to other crops.”

From a mailer full of materials announcing options to the series of public meetings in
rural communities across the country, NBFA's president John Boyd and others will be
working day and night to ensure black farmers have the ability to participate in the
process. Information will be available through a new section on the organization’s
website, www.blackfarmers.org.

NBFA announced it will host six public meetings for black farmers in Virginia, North
Carolina, Georgia, South Carolina, Tennessee and Kentucky in April and May. The dates
and locations of meetings is attached below.

The USDA Farm Service Agency will be sending representatives to these meetings to
make presentations and distribute relevant materials about the tobacco transition payment
program. The FSA is in the middle of its effort to inform tens of thousands of tobacco
farmers across the nation of the multibillion-dollar tobacco buyout program

Two cautionary notes: Many black farmers may actually lose money if not adequately
informed of the process — some buyout funds may possibly be diverted to pay for
outstanding farm debts. NBFA is also told that predatory lenders and other predatory
groups are already trying to scam farmers who are not fully informed about the tobacco
buyout process. That is part of why NBFA will undertake a rapid national effort to reach
its members and other black farmers and farm owners who hold tobacco quotas.

[MORE]
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Schedule of National Black Farmers Association's
Public Tobacco Transition Payment Meetings

Virginia

April 9, 2005, 11:00 am

St. Paul’s College

300 College St., Lawrenceville, VA

North Carolina

April 15, 2005, 6:00 pm

Best Western

2715 Capitol Blvd., Raleigh, NC

Georgia

April 22, 2005, 6:00 pm
Holiday Inn Airport

1380 Virginia Ave., Atlanta, GA

South Carolina

April 23, 2005, 11:00 am
Holiday Inn

1819 W. Lucas, Florence, SC

Tennessee

May 7, 2005, 11:00 am

Days Inn Stadium

211 N. First St., Nashville, TN

Kentucky

May 21, 2005, 11:00 am

Holiday Inn

2910 Ft Campbell, Hopkinsville, KY

Farmers interested in attending these specific meetings may call (434) 848-1865 for
more information or visit the National Black Farmers Association online at
www.blackfarmers.org.

[END]



